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Well, here we are again and it’s nearly Christmas, that special time of year when families gather round
the festive board and make merry, so let us remember the friends of the Choir family who will not be
with us this year and raise a glass to, Peter, Chris and Eddie and their families. Absent Friends!
Martin Luther King “Had A Dream”, John Lennon wrote “Imagine” - I have a dream in which I imagine all
the Choir dressed the same, all in Double Breasted DJ’s and plain white shirts. It would be great if my
dream came true.
A Happy and Healthy Christmas to you all.
21 November – St Gregory’s Church full for concert
A review by Paul Davis (Bass) of our concert in aid of the RAF
Benevolent Fund.

Having missed several rehearsals due to holidays, and whilst
still being jet-lagged, it was delightful to have a good reason to
relax as part of the audience at our joint concert with Suffolk
Constabulary Male Voice Choir.
Knowing our own repertoire very well, I had expected to find
listening to these sections of the programme rather frustrating
due to not being part of the action. How wrong I was. Being
able to hear all parts equally in the lovely acoustic of the church
was a wonderful experience and gave me a much better understanding of the music we perform. Even items that I have
previously found “less inspiring” to rehearse and perform
suddenly sprang to life. Fully appreciating the voices alongside
‘Uncle’ John’s beautiful and sensitive playing were a real treat.
Noting from the programme that Suffolk Constabulary were
performing some numbers that we include in our own concerts,
once again it was great to hear how their voices blended so well
despite the small number of voices. The arrangement of
‘Nothing Like a Dame’ also differed from ours in both lyrics and
musical arrangement adding additional interest.
Given that the concert marked
the 75th anniversary of the
Battle of Britain, ending with
communal singing of a medley
of wartime songs formed an
ideal conclusion to the evening –
although I was slightly
distracted by the amazing
accompaniments that Calvin improvised.
Big thanks to John Sparks (Top Tenor) for organising such a
great evening plus the best afterglow for ages!
Note to Chairman; with my dire eyesight, our slimmed MD is
becoming more difficult to see. Could the committee arrange
for a fluorescent baton? A somewhat smaller dress shirt needs
to be procured for him as well.
Thank you
Ivor received the following from Stephen Wade of the Suffolk
Constabulary MVC:
Thank you for all your help with the concert last Saturday (Nov
21st). Choir members all thoroughly enjoyed themselves. We
must have another joint concert in the future but I recognise this
will not be probably possible until 2017. Best wishes.
And from Steven Blomfield, MD:
Could you give a very special thanks to Mark and everyone at
Bury St Edmunds. You are fantastic!!

Congratulations
Our President, Paul Deane, has been
awarded the Order of St Edmund for 15
years of selfless service to the Cathedral.
The citation reads, “for exceptional service to the St Edmundsbury Cathedral”,
and is awarded by the Bishop. Paul now
joins an elite group of award holders. Well done Paul.
Angel Hill
It was dry, it was windy, but there was a very good
turn out of our intrepid band to sing our little hearts
out on the Angel Hill for the Bury St Edmunds
Christmas Fayre on Saturday 28 November.
I think that Bury must have been bursting at the
seams that day, but then they all came to hear us (so
I like to believe). We certainly had a good audience
and we even sold two CDs, well done chaps.
Christmas Dinner, 4 December
At last my
wife and I
have been
able to
attend the
Choir’s
Christmas
Dinner; in the past it has been on our family reunion
weekend.
What a lovely evening, good food, good company, good
wine and beer with music as well; in all a good night out
among friends. All plaudits must go to Ian, Ivor and
Rob for their hard work and to Judy and Jane for
their support and the little touches that the ladies
have and with which us blokes struggle.
Carol Singing for our Patron
Messrs Burnett, Cooper, Davis, Farr, Gray, Heaton,
Lodge, Mackenzie, Peck, Robertson, Sawyer and Stiff
x 2, accompanied by Mark, braved ‘Storm Desmond’ on
Saturday 5 December to sing to shoppers in the
Elveden Courtyard. Despite the lack of numbers they
made a respectable and seasonable sound, which was
reportedly well received by the public.

Silver Wedding Anniversary celebration
Over 40 choir members turned out to sing for bass
Mark Whitehead’s 25th wedding anniversary at Bury
St Edmunds Rugby Club on Friday 23rd October.
Ably conducted by David Sadler and accompanied
by Calvin, the choir gave rousing renditions of songs
such as ‘Amen’, ‘Anthem’ and ‘Saints’. However, particularly
appropriate was ‘Love Could I Only Tell Thee’ which Peterborough MVC had sung for Mark and June at their wedding. It was
a lovely evening with a responsive, packed bar. June and Mark
are very grateful to the choir for making a wonderful evening
even more special.
Sadly for Mark only a few weeks later he came second with a
car at the Pakenham cross roads whilst on his bike, breaking his
collar bone in three places, damaging ribs and suffering extensive bruising. He has not been able to sing for several weeks but
we were delighted to see him back with us on Angel Hill. IT
2017 Prior Notice
As I know that you are all extremely busy people and need
a lot of pre-warning, this is just to let you know that I am
slowly putting together a tour of Southern France for
July 2017.
I am aiming at a two centre trip based on Orange and
Limoges using Eurostar to take us South and then North
or out and in if you like. Please bear it in mind.
A small request, will you please send all your
Christmas cracker jokes to Ed Bacon so that
we can all groan at his jokes at the next ‘Sing
for your Supper’, Saturday 23 April, 2016.

Dates for your diary
Th 17 December – Carols & Chips, The Woolpack, Fornham
St Martin
2016
Th 7 January – First rehearsal after the break
Sa 16 January – ‘Singing for Life’ rehearsal, Braintree, CM7
5XP, 2.30-5.00 pm
Fr 22 January – Mayor’s Charity concert as guests of Bury
St Edmunds Concert Band, The Apex, BSE, 7.30 pm
Su 31 January, 4 p.m. – ‘Singing for Life’ Concert with Leigh
Orpheus, Thurrock and Braintree MVCs, Cliffs Pavilion,
Southend, SS0 7RA. In aid of Prostate Cancer UK.
(www.lomvc.org)
Sa 20 February – Concert with Laura Wright and Downham
Preparatory School choir, The Apex, BSE. In aid of Laura’s
chosen charity, Nordoff Robbins (www.nordoff-robbins.org.uk).
Sa 19 March – Concert, Trinity Methodist Church, Looms
Lane, BSE IP33 1EB. Soloist, Clare Mellor (flute), featuring
Trio Sospiroso (www.triosospiroso.com)
Th 31 March – M 4 April – Irish tour to Dublin and Belfast
Sa 23 April – ‘Sing for your Supper’, All Saints, BSE
Sa 21 May – Concert, St Nicholas Church, Rattlesden, IP30
0RG. Soloist, Ross Van de Zande.
Sa 18 June – Concert, St Mary Church, Ixworth, IP31 2HH.
In aid of church funds.
Th 14 July – Mini concert for Over 55’s Club, Blackbourne
Centre, Elmswell, IP30 9UH.
Sa 22 October—Concert with The Orpheus Singers,
Hadleigh, Essex (near Southend)
Sa 19 November – Concert, St Lawrence Church, Little
Waldingdfield tbc

Double Breasted Dinner Jackets
As promised by Ivor, here are two companies
who can supply you with double-breasted DJs
and also plain white shirts to complete your
performance ensemble: Clermont Direct, 6
Linmore Court, Threxton Ind Estate, Watton
IP25 6NG www.clermontdirect.com 01953 889970
Dobell
www.info@dobell.co.uk 0800 808 5344
St Gregory’s Church, Sudbury

St Gregory’s is the mother church of Sudbury. It was built in
the 14th Century by Simon of Sudbury, who had a meteoric
career in the Church. He became Bishop of London and later
on Archbishop of Canterbury and crowned Richard the
Second.
In 1380 he was also made High Chancellor at a time when the
country was practically bankrupt and was required to supervise the application of the Poll Tax. Peasants were required to
pay 4 pence per head and this demand brought on the
Peasants’ Revolt, led by the renowned Watt Tyler.
The peasants hunted down Archbishop Simon who had taken
refuge in the Tower of London. They found him in the Chapel
and dragged him to Tower Hill and his head was cut off, stuck
on a pole and paraded round the City.
His body was eventually buried in the Choir at Canterbury but
his head was returned to Sudbury. His skull is still in the
Church and is viewable on request.
Thank you to John Wandless for the history and for the
epitaph below.
“On the day on which Thomas Carter breathed his last a

Sudbury camel passed through the eye of a needle.
If thou hast wealth go and do likewise.”
A date to add to the engagements for 2016
Saturday 16 January— Braintree rehearsal for the
Southend Concert, you should already know this one.

Don’t miss out on a good seat at The Apex
Tickets now on sale (01284 758000, in person or
boxoffice@theapex.co.uk) for the following:
Friday 22 January, 7.30 pm
All proceeds to The Samaritans, EACH,
Women’s Refuge and West Suffolk
Hospital’s Rainbow Ward. (BSE Concert
Band with SEMVC)
£12 / Senior citizens and children £9
Saturday 20 February, 7.30 pm
Profits to the Nordoff Robbins charity,
(transforms the lives of vulnerable children
and adults). (SEMVC with Laura Wright
and Downham Preparatory School choir)
£20 / £18 upper circle / £10 under 16s
Reports and pictures for Tidings are welcome. Please contact
Chairman Tony Farr, 01440 704179, lolandtony@talktalk.net

